


















INEQUALITIES FOR EIGENVALUES OF THE WEIGHTED
HODGE LAPLACIAN
DAGUANG CHEN∗ AND YINGYING ZHANG
Abstract. In this paper, we obtain ”universal” inequalities for eigen-
values of the weighted Hodge Laplacian on a compact self-shrinker of Eu-
clidean space. These inequalities generalize the Yang-type and Levitin-
Parnovski inequalities for eigenvalues of the Laplacian and Laplacian.
From the recursion formula of Cheng and Yang [12], the Yang-type in-
equality for eigenvalues of the weighted Hodge Laplacian are optimal in
the sense of the order of eigenvalues.
1. Introduction
Let Mm be an m-dimensional complete Riemannian manifold and Ω be
a bounded domain in Mm. The Dirichlet eigenvalue problem of Laplacian
is given by {
∆u = −λu, in Ω
u = 0, on ∂Ω.
(1.1)
It is well known that the spectrum of this problem is real and discrete:
0 < λ1 < λ2 ≤ λ3 ≤ · · · ր ∞,
where each λi has finite multiplicity which is repeated according to its mul-
tiplicity.
The main developments were obtained by Payne, Po´lya and Weinberger
[32], Hile and Protter [24] and Yang [36]. In 1956, Payne, Po´lya and Wein-
berger [32] proved that
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(λk+1 − λi)(λk+1 − (1 + 4
m
)λi) ≤ 0. (1.4)
There has been much work dedicated to extending and strengthening
the classical inequalities of Payne-Po´lya-Weinberger, Hile-Protter and Yang.
When Mm is an m-dimensional compact manifold, there are similar results
about the eigenvalue estimates for the Laplacian (see, e.g. [10, 11,17,28,31,
37]). For the compact Riemannian manifolds isometrically immersed in an
Euclidean space or a sphere, J. M. Lee [27] proved Hile-Protter type bounds
for eigenvalues for Hodge Laplacian on p-forms. In 2002, B. Colbois [15]
derived a Payne-Po´lya-Weinberger type inequality for the rough Laplacian.
In [25], S. Ilias and O. Makhoul obtained inequalities for the eigenvalues of
the Hodge Laplacian.
In 1991, N. Anghel [1] obtained the analogous estimate of (1.2) for the
Dirac operator. In 2009, the Yang-type inequality (1.4) was extended to the
eigenvalues of Dirac operator by the first author in [8].
In [19], Harrell gave an abstract algebraic argument involving operators,
their commutators and traces, which generalize the original PPW argu-
ments. These algebraic ideas were developed in different contexts to produce
many new universal eigenvalues inequalities (see [5, 20–23,30]).
In present paper, making use of a theorem of Ashbaugh and Hermi [5], we
obtain the Yang-type inequality for higher order eigenvalues of the weighted
Hodge Laplacian for submanifolds in Euclidean space.
Theorem 1.1. Let x : (Mm, g) −→ (Rn, can) be a compact self-shrinker,
∆p,x = ∆H +
1
2L∇|x|2 (see below (2.9)) be the weighted Hodge Laplacian







are the eigenvalues of
∆p,x and {ϕi}∞i=1 is a corresponding orthonormal basis of p-eigenforms. We











































where {ei}mi=1 is a local orthonormal basis of TMm with respect to the in-
duced metric g and Ric = −ωi∧ ı(ej)R(ei, ej) (see also 2.8) is the curvature
operator acting on p-forms.
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Remark 1.1. When p = 0, i.e., λi := λ
(0)
i are the eigenvalues of the oper-



























which is Theorem 1.1 in [13]. Therefore, Theorem 1.1 generalizes eigenvalue
estimates from the operator L to the weighted Hodge Laplacian ∆p,x.
Remark 1.2. If |x| = c, (c > 0), the manifold Mm is a submanifold of
sphere Sn−1(1
c
) in Euclidean space Rn. Furthermore, the weighted Hodge
Laplacian ∆p,x is reduced to the ordinary one.
For a compact self-shrinker (see (2.4)) in Euclidean space, we have
Corollary 1.1. Let x : (Mm, g) −→ (Rn, can) be a compact self-shrinker,
H,h be the second fundamental form and the mean curvature of the immer-



























































where Φ(H,h) is a function depending on the second fundamental form h
and the mean curvature H defined in (3.10).
From Theorem 1.1, we can obtain the spectral gaps of the consecutive
eigenvalues of the weighted Hodge Laplacian ∆p,x.
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Corollary 1.2. Under the same assumption in Corollary 1.1, we have
λ
(p)












































For the lower order eigenvalues of (1.1), in 1956, Payne, Po´lya and Wein-
berger [32] proved that for Ω ⊂ R2,
λ2 + λ3 ≤ 6λ1,
which was extended to domains Ω ⊂ Rm in [35](or see Section 3.2 of [2])
m∑
i=1
(λi+1 − λ1) ≤ 4λ1.
There are also a variety of extensions of results of this type, for examples,
see [2,7–11,34]. Recently, S. Ilias and O. Makhoul [26] obtained the universal
inequality for eigenvalues of the Hodge Laplacian.
In the second part of this paper, by using an algebraic identity deduced
by Levitin and Parnovski [30], we can obtain
Theorem 1.2. Let x : (Mm, g) −→ (Rn, can) be a compact self-shrinker








are the eigenvalues of ∆p,x and {ϕi}∞i=1 is a
corresponding orthonormal basis of p-eigenforms. We have, for any p ∈






























Remark 1.3. When p = 0, i.e., λi = λ
(0)
i is the eigenvalues of the operator
L = ∆0,x = ∆+ 〈x, ·〉 acting on scalar functions, we have
m∑
l=1










Since i is arbitrary, (1.9) is more general than Proposition 4.1 in [13].
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Corollary 1.3. Let x : (Mm, g) −→ (Rn, can) be a self-shrinker, H,h be








are the eigenvalues of ∆p,x and {ϕi}∞i=1
is a corresponding orthonormal basis of p-eigenforms. We obtain, for p ∈




















≤4λ(p)i + 2m+ 4 +max
Mm
(






Furthermore, from the recursion formula of Cheng and Yang [12], we can
obtain an upper bound for eigenvalue λ
(p)
k :
Corollary 1.4. Let Mm be an m-dimensional compact self-shrinker in Rn.















This paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, we present some formulas
for submanifolds in Euclidean space, the definitions of the weighted Hodge
Laplacian. In Section 3, in order to prove main theorems, we derive several
lemmas for differential forms. In Section 4 and Section 5, we give the proofs
of Theorem 1.1 and 1.2.
Acknowledgments. The authors wish to express their gratitude to Pro-
fessors Huaidong Cao and Xiaofeng Sun for their suggestions and useful
discussions. This work of the first named author was done while the author
visited Department of Mathematics, Lehigh University, USA. He also would
like to thank the institute for its hospitality.
2. Preliminaries
2.1. Submanifold in Euclidean space and self-shrinker. Let x :Mm →
R
n be an m-dimensional submanifold of n-dimensional Euclidean space Rn.
Let {e1, · · · , em} be a local orthonormal basis of TMm with respect to the
induced metric, and {ω1, · · · , ωm} be their dual 1-forms. Let {em+1, · · · , en}
be the local orthonormal unit normal vector fields. In this paper we make
the following conventions on the range of indices:
1 ≤ i, j, k ≤ m; m+ 1 ≤ α, β, γ ≤ n.
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Then we have the following structure equations (see [8, 13])


















where hαij denote the the components of the second fundamental form ofM
m.
We denote by |h|2 = ∑
α,i,j
(hαij)










hαii)eα the mean curvature vector field over
Mm.
One can deduce that, pointwise on Mm,
n∑
A=1










(xA)2),ij = 〈hαijeα, x〉+ δij . (2.3)
The submanifold Mm is called a self-shrinker [16] if it satisfies the quasi-
linear elliptic system:
H = −x⊥, (2.4)
where H denotes the mean curvature vector field of the immersion and ⊥ is
the projection onto the normal bundle of Mm.
2.2. Differential forms and the weighted Hodge Laplacian. Let (Mm, g)
be an m-dimensional compact Riemannian manifold. For any two p-forms
ϕ and ψ, we let ϕi1···ip = ϕ(ei1 , · · · , eip) and ψi1···ip = ψ(ei1 , · · · , eip) de-
note the components of ϕ and ψ, with respect to a local orthonormal frame
{ei}mi=1. Their pointwise inner product with respect to Riemannian metric











We denote by ∆p the Hodge Laplacian acting on p-forms
∆p = (d δ + δd), (2.5)
where d is the exterior derivative acting on p-forms and δ is the adjoint of d
with respect to Riemannian measure dvol.
In [6, 33], the operator (2.5) is generalized to the weighted Hodge Lapla-
cian acting on differential forms. Let f ∈ C∞(Mm,R) be a smooth function
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defined on Mm. When the Riemannian measure is changed from being dvol
to e−fdvol, it is natural to define the weighted Hodge Laplacian by
∆p,f = dδ
′ + δ′d (2.6)
where δ′ = ef δe−f , which is the adjoint operator of the exterior derivative
d with respect to Riemannian measure e−fdvol.
For the weighted Hodge Laplacian, we have the following Bochner-Weitzenbo¨ck
type formula [33]
∆p,f =∆p + L∇f
=∇∗∇− ωi ∧ ı(ej)R(ei, ej) + L∇f
=∇∗f∇− ωi ∧ ı(ej)R(ei, ej)−∇(∇f)
=∇∗f∇+Ric−∇(∇f)
(2.7)
where L is the Lie derivative, ı(X) for X ∈ Γ(TMm) is inner product acting
on forms, ∇X acting on from ϕ is given by
∇Xϕ = Xj ,lωl ∧ ı(ej)ϕ
and
Ric = −ωi ∧ ı(ej)R(ei, ej). (2.8)
With respect to the measure e−fdvol, the spectrum of ∆p,f consists of a
nondecreasing, unbounded sequence of eigenvalues with finite multiplicities
Spec(∆p,f) = {0 ≤ λ(p)1 ≤ λ(p)2 ≤ λ(p)3 ≤ · · · ≤ λ(p)k ≤ · · · }.
Let x = (x1, · · · , xn) :Mm → Rn be anm-dimensional submanifold of Rn.





′ + δ′d. (2.9)
For ∆p,x acting on the scalar functions, the operator (2.9) [16]
1 is given by








= δ′d = ∆0,x. (2.10)
where ∆ is the positive operator. If Mm is a self-shrinker, we have
LxA = xA, A = 1, · · · , n. (2.11)
3. Some lemmas
In order to prove our main theorems, we will derive some lemmas in this
section.
By the direct calculations, we have
1The Laplacian operator is different in [16] with a minus sign.
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Lemma 3.1. For f, u ∈ C∞(M,R) and ϕ ∈ ∧p(T ∗Mm), we have
L∇f (uϕ) = g(∇f,∇u)ϕ+ uL∇fϕ. (3.1)
[∆p,f , u]ϕ = [∆p, u]ϕ + [L∇f , u]ϕ (3.2)
δf (uϕ) = −ı(∇u)ϕ + uδfϕ (3.3)
where [∆p,f , u]ϕ = ∆p,f(uϕ) − u∆p,fϕ.
Lemma 3.2. Assuming that Tij is a symmetric 2-tensor, we have, for any
p-form ϕ,
Tijω


















































































i1 ∧ · · · ∧ ωip .





























≤ p|T |ϕ|2 (3.7)






























































Lemma 3.4. Assume that x : Mm −→ Rn is a compact self-shrinker, H,h
are the second fundamental form and the mean curvature of the immersion
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Combining Proposition 4.1 in [18] and Theorem 1.1 in [29], we obtain the
estimate of Ric (2.8) acting on p-forms. (c.f. Theorem 3.2 of [25])
Lemma 3.5.

























4. Inequalities for eigenvalues
In order to obtain the extrinsic bounds of higher order eigenvalues of the
weighted Hodge Laplacian, we firstly introduce the abstract formula derived
by Ashbaugh and Hermi [5].
Let H be a complex Hilbert space with inner product (, ), A : D ⊂ H −→ H
a self-adjoint operator defined on a dense domain D that is bounded below
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and has a discrete spectrum
λ1 ≤ λ2 ≤ λ3 ≤ · · · .
Let {Bk : A(D) −→ H}Nk=1 be a collection of symmetric operators leaving D
invariant and {ϕi, λi}∞i=1 be the spectral resolution of A. Moreover, {ϕi}∞i=1
consisting of the orthnormal basis w.r.t. inner product (, ) for H is assumed.
Define the commutator [A,B] and the norm ‖ϕ‖ by, respectively
[A,B] = AB − BA, ‖ϕ‖2 = (ϕ,ϕ).
Based on commutator algebra and the Rayleigh-Ritz principle, M.S. Ash-
baugh and L. Hermi [5] obtained




(λk+1 − λi)2ρi ≤
k∑
i=1
(λk+1 − λi)Λi (4.1)









Applying Theorem 4.1 to the weighted Hodge Laplacian ∆p,f , we have
Lemma 4.1. Let (Mm, g) be an m-dimensional Riemannian manifold with





i }∞i=1 of the weighted Hodge Laplacian ∆p,f (2.6)



























where {ϕi}∞i=1 is a corresponding orthonormal basis of p-eigenforms, i.e.∫
Mm
〈ϕi, ϕj〉e−fdvol = δij .
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Proof. It is easy to check that A = ∆p,f and B = u ∈ C∞(Mm,R) satisfy





















‖[∆p,f , u]ϕi‖2 =
∫
Mm
〈[∆p,f , u]ϕi, [∆p,f , u]ϕi〉e−fdvol.
By direct calculations, we have
[∆p,f , u]ϕi = [∆p + L∇f , u]ϕi
= [∆p, u]ϕi + [L∇f , u]ϕi. (4.4)
From (3.1), we obtain
[L∇f , u]ϕi = g(∇f,∇u)ϕi. (4.5)
By (2.7), we have
[∆p, u]ϕi = [∇∗∇, u]ϕi
= ∆uϕi − 2∇∇uϕi. (4.6)
Therefore, from (4.4) to (4.6) we get
[∆p,f , u]ϕi = ∆0,fuϕi − 2∇∇uϕi (4.7)
From (4.7), we have∫
Mm




〈∆0,fuϕi − 2∇∇uϕi, uϕi〉 e−fdvol.



















On the other hand, using (4.7), we get
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Inserting (4.8) and (4.9) into (4.3), we obtain (4.2). 
Proof of Theorem 1.1. Letting f = 12 |x|2 and therefore ∆p,x = ∆p,f , substi-
tuting u = xA, A = 1, · · · , n, the pth component of the isometric immersion
x = (x1, · · · , xn) : Mm −→ Rn in (4.2), and taking summation on p from 1



































where L is the weighted Hodge Laplaican acting on functions given by (2.10).
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where ∇′∗ is the adjoint operator of ∇ with respect to the Riemannian
measure e−
|x|2
2 dvol. Therefore, we obtain
n∑
A=1




































































which completes the proof of Theorem 1.1. 
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5. Generalization of the Levitin-Parnovski inequality
In this section, we will give the proof of Theorem 1.2 by similar argument
in [26]. Firstly, we recall the following algebraic identity obtained by Levitin
and Parnovski (see identity 2.2 of Theorem 2.2 in [30]).
Lemma 5.1. Let L and G be two self-adjoint operators with domains DL
and DG contained in a same Hilbert space and such that G(DL) ⊆ DL ⊆ DG .











(The summation is over all k and is correctly defined even when λk = λj
because in this case 〈[L,G]uj , uk〉 = 0).
Proof of Theorem 1.2. By applying Lemma 5.1 with L = ∆p,x and G = xA,







〈[[∆p,x, xA], xA]uj , uj〉
L2
. (5.2)
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From (4.7), we have
[[∆p,x, x
A], xA]ϕi =[∆p,x, x
A](xAϕi)− xA([∆p,x, xA]ϕi)
=L(xA)xAϕi − 2∇∇xA(xAϕi)− xA(LxAϕi − 2∇∇xAϕi)





































For a fixed i, from the Gram-Schmidt orthogonalization, we can find the











2 dvol = 0, 1 ≤ k < A ≤ n. (5.4)










































































where Parceval’s identity is used in the last equality.
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Proof of Corollary 1.3. The proof of Corollary 1.3 follows directly from (3.8)
and (3.9). 
References
[1] N. Anghel, Extrinsic upper bounds for eigenvalues of Dirac-type operators, Proc.
Amer. Math. Soc., 117(2):501–509, 1993.
[2] M. S. Ashbaugh, Isoperimetric and universal inequalities for eigenvalues, in Spectral
theory and geometry (Edinburgh, 1998), volume 273, London Math. Soc. Lecture
Note Ser., pages 95–139. Cambridge Univ. Press, Cambridge, 1999.
[3] M. S. Ashbaugh, The universal eigenvalue bounds of Payne-Po´lya-Weinberger, Hile-
Protter, and H. C. Yang, Proc. Indian Acad. Sci. Math. Sci., 112(1):3–30, 2002.
[4] M. S. Ashbaugh, R. D. Benguria, More bounds on eigenvalue ratios for Dirichlet
Laplacians in n dimensions, SIAM J. Math. Anal. 24 (1993), 1622-1651.
[5] M.S. Ashbaugh and L. Hermi, A unified approach to universal inequalities for eigen-
values of elliptic operators, Pacific J. Math., 217(2):201-219, 2004.
18 DAGUANG CHEN∗ AND YINGYING ZHANG
[6] E. Bueler, The heat kernel weighted Hodge Laplacian on non compact manifolds,
Trans. A.M.S. 351, 2 (1999), 683-713.
[7] J. J. A. M. Brands, Bounds for the ratios of the first three membrane eigenvalues,
Arch. Rational Mech. Anal. 16 (1964), 265-268.
[8] D.G. Chen, Extrinsic estimates for eigenvalues of the Dirac operator, Math. Z. 262
(2009), no. 2, 349-361.
[9] D.G. Chen and T. Zheng, Bounds for ratios of the membrane eigenvalues, J. Differ-
ential Equations 250 (2011) 1575-1590.
[10] D.G. Chen and Q.-M. Cheng, Extrinsic estimates for eigenvalues of the Laplace op-
erator, J. Math. Soc. Japan 602 (2008), 325-339.
[11] Q.-M. Cheng and H.C. Yang, Estimates on eigenvalues of laplacian, Math. Ann.,
331:445–460, 2005.
[12] Q. -M. Cheng and H. C. Yang, Bounds on eigenvalues of Dirichlet Laplacian, Math.
Ann., 337 (2007), 159-175.
[13] Q.-M. Cheng and Y. Peng, Estimates for eigenvalues of L operator on self-shrinkers,
arXiv:1112.5938, 2011.
[14] S.-Y. Cheng, Eigenfunctions and eigenvalues of the Laplacian, Part II, Amer. Math.
Soc. Proc. Symp. Pure. Math., 27:185–193, 1975.
[15] B. Colbois, Une ine´galite´ du type Payne-Polya-Weinberger pour le laplacien brut,
Proc. Amer. Math. Soc., 131(12):3937–3944, 2003.
[16] T. H. Colding and W. P. Minicozzi II, Generic mean curvature flow I; generic singu-
larities, Annals of Mathematics 175 (2012), 755-833.
[17] A. El Soufi, E.M. Harrell, II, and S. Ilias. Universal inequalities for the eigenvalues
of Laplace and Schro¨dinger operators on Submanifolds, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc.,
361(5):2337–2350, 2009.
[18] J. F. Grosjean, Minimal submanifolds with a parallel or a harmonic p-form, J. Geom.
Phys. 51(2), 211-228 (2004).
[19] E.M. Harrell II, General bounds for the eigenvalues of Schro¨dinger operators, Maxi-
mum principles and eigenvalue problems in partial differential equations (Knoxville,
TN, 1987), volume 175, Pitman Res. Notes Math. Ser., pages 146–166. Longman Sci.
Tech., Harlow, 1988.
[20] E. M. Harrell, II, Commutators, eigenvalue gaps, and mean curvature in the theory
of Schro¨dinger operators, Comm. Partial Differential Equations 32:3 (2007), 401-413.
[21] E. M. Harrell, II and P. L. Michel, Commutator bounds for eigenvalues, with appli-
cations to spectral geometry, Comm. Partial Differential Equations 19:11-12 (1994),
2037-2055.
[22] E.M. Harrell II and J. Stubbe, On trace identities and universal eigenvalue estimates
for some partial differential operators, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc., 349(5):1797–1809,
1997.
[23] E.M. Harrell II and J. Stubbe, Universal bounds and semiclassical estimates for eigen-
values of abstract schro¨dinger operators, Siam J. Math. Anal.,Vol. 42, No. 5, pp.
2261-2274, 2010.
[24] G. N. Hile and M. H. Protter, Inequalities for eigenvalues of the Laplacian, Indiana
Univ. Math. J., 29(4):523–538, 1980.
[25] S. Ilias and O. Makhoul, ”Universal” inequalities for the eigenvalues of the Hodge de
Rham Laplacian, Ann. Glob. Anal. Geom. (2009) 36:191-204.
[26] S. Ilias and O. Makhoul, A Generalization of a Levitin and Parnovski Universal
Inequality for Eigenvalues, J. Geom Anal (2012) 22:206-222.
[27] J. M. Lee, The gaps in the spectrum of the Laplace-Beltrami operator, Houston J.
Math., 17(1):1–24, 1991.
[28] P.-F. Leung, On the consecutive eigenvalues of the Laplacian of a compact minimal
submanifold in a sphere, J. Austral. Math. Soc. Ser. A, 50(3):409–416, 1991.
INEQUALITIES FOR EIGENVALUES OF THE WEIGHTED HODGE LAPLACIAN 19
[29] P.-F. Leung, An estimate on the Ricci curvature of a submanifold and some applica-
tions, Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 114(4), 1051-1061 (1992).
[30] M. Levitin and L. Parnovski, Commutators, spectral trace identities, and universal
estimates for eigenvalues, J. Funct. Anal., 192(2):425–445, 2002.
[31] P. Li, Eigenvalue estimates on homogeneous manifolds, Comment. Math. Helv.,
55(3):347–363, 1980.
[32] L. E. Payne, G. Po´lya, and H. F. Weinberger,On the ratio of consecutive eigenvalues,
J. Math. Phys., 35:289–298, 1956.
[33] P. Peterson, Demystifying the Weitzenbock curvature operator,
http://www.math.ucla.edu/∼petersen/BLWformulas.pdf.
[34] H. Sun, Q.M. Cheng, and H.C Yang, Lower order eigenvalues of Dirichlet Laplacian,
Manuscripta Math., 125:139–156, 2008.
[35] C. J. Thompson, On the ratio of consecutive eigenvalues in n-dimensions, Stud. Appl.
Math., 48 (1969), 281-283.
[36] H.C. Yang, An estimate of the difference between consecutive eigenvalues, preprint
IC/91/60 of the Intl. Center for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, 1991(revised preprint,
Academia Sinica, 1995).
[37] P.C. Yang and S.T. Yau. Eigenvalues of the Laplacian of compact Riemann surfaces
and minimal submanifolds, Ann. Scuola Norm. Sup. Pisa Cl. Sci. (4), 7(1):55–63,
1980.
E-mail address: dgchen@math.tsinghua.edu.cn
Department of Mathematical Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084,
P.R. China.
E-mail address: yiz308@lehigh.edu
Department of Mathematics, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA USA 18015.
